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PREFACE 


Or truth of this Hi. 

F ſtory enſuing, bes 

ſides cireumſtances 

Time, Occaſion, ex- 
actly obſerved, 1 Wer m 

lf to the inen of hoſe 
| | Godly men, whoin feveral 

Languages have manifeſted] 

to 

| [paſſages thereof: and al- 
| {though I am not ignorant, 


THE 


of Place, Perſon 


the world the ſeveral 


A2 th at 
| 


— 


| 


— — ͤ—— — 
I )!he Preface. 


— — — —— — —— 


that at the firſt they were 
not onely not credited, but 
alſo diſcredited and ſlande- 
| red, by ſuch as found them 
to be 2 Blur to the Roman 
Profeſſion, yet they loſt 
not their luſtre thereby; 
but being acquitted by ma- 
ny Compurgators of ſeveral 
Nations, and ſome of the 
Romiſh Religion, being all 
of 6 Coated of this | 
Tragedy, it o:cafioned not 
onely a further manifeſtati- 
on and confirmation of the 


and more frequent conflu- 
ence, to ſee that which 


they 


truth, but alſo a large 


N.. Rottan, Suffragan of Pa- 


|| 
| 


\1 |Spire, tell them, that it 


| be P cr. Y 
they had formerly onely 
heard of. This partly appea- 
reth out of the Succeeding 


of an Apology written by 


nople; who was accuſedfor 
difperfing the Fame of his 
Example tothe ſtain of Po. 
perys in whith Apology to 


dus, is ſhortly and plainly 
declared, what was 'faid., 
what was done, and who 
were preſent, If that it be 
demanded, what moved me 
to compile this Treatiſe of 


— 


Story: but more fully out 


Vergerius, Biſhop of Juſti- | 


— —— —v—½i 


—CO_ 


A 3 ſhould 


G A A 


— 


I Tb Freſace. 


ſhould teach fear and reve- 

rence; and indeed among 

i all thoſe that come to ſee 

| | him , few or none return 
i unſhaken. Vergerius in his 
f firſt Epiſtle ſaith, I would 
| fain go ſee him again, but 
0 I exceedingly fear and 
# tremble; and in his Apolo- 
| gy ſaich, it is ſuch a rare 
Example „as I would wil-||. 
1 lingly go to the furtheſt 
Vi parts of the World to hear 
10 ſor ſee the like. The Lady 
il Jane to her Fathers Chap- 
I} lain ( that had fallen into 


7 


j Spira's {in ) ſaith, Remem- 
if ber the lamentable eſtate of 
1 | | . ä Spira. 


yet obtain. any of them) it 


The\Prefare. 

Spira. I acknoledge that 
there | hath, been formerly 
a. Book publiſtted in our 
Mother tongue ;::coricering 
this ſubject; but as far as I 
can learn (for I could never 


was nothing fo large and 
various as this preſent Trea> 


- {a tranſlation of only one of 


my Cee and Fidelity in this 
buſineß, it is ſuch; as I may 
truly ſay without change- 


tiſe , and as I have heard, 


the Tractatt from whence 
have gathered this preſent 
diſcourſe in part. Concering 


22 * 


ing of colour, that there is 
127 A4 not 


— 


* 


| 


1 


The\Preface. 


not one ſenterite of all this 
Work attributed unto the 
perſon of Spire but i hath 
its Warrant, either from 
the 
Gribaldus, Profe 


rs of the 


| 6m 26 Pod; vr rom. — 


quxſes of 1 Soringer 
2 * Sgiſiund 


Gelons-a Duale and 
Mart. Bocho a. Divine of 
Baſil; neither haveT taken 
any other liberty then as 
a relation to weave the 


foreſaid i Diſoourſes one 


within another: lo as thoſe 
which under. ſeveral Wri- 


ters were before 'counted 
| ſeveral, 


rr 


| 


Epiſtles of Ver eFin' and | 


„ 


| 


| 
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ſeveral, ate now by my en- 
deavours reduced into one 

intice Hiſtory, connexed 
by due ſucceſſion of time 
and occaſion, as Punctually 
as could be aimed at, by 
the circumſtances noted in 
the Writings of thoſe holy 
and learned men before 
named. F 
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* kk Y A . 
ro rn 
AuTHO Rand READ EN 
OF THIS: 


HISTORY. 


One ſcattered parcels of this Story lay 
in Foreign Papers; which hadſt not four d 
( way 
b 
Thus to cola, bad 4 ne ey f 


Re:derz woulaſt ſee ho finning KT: he 
| light, 
Will quench and leave the foul in a ſad night 
Ot diſcoment, Come hirher Reader then, look 
( here; 
And learn light - quenching fins ro fear, 


Reader, wouldſt ſee the comfort 1 


(Spiri 
To erieve,whac curfleſs grief ir doth demecir 
Come hicher rhen, look here, 
Here ſee a ſoul that's all deſpair; a man 
All Helh; a Spirit all wourd ; who can 
unded ſpirit bear ? 


Readet 


28. — 


— 


— 


„ 
& * 
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- 
PI 


* ACEC -- - 


Rea c would't ſec. (hit ay t thou never 
S: F: d 

ö Delpair, Racks, Torutents; vybipfof burn 
. 

| Cons thed, dock here. 
N e this NC iy Pot 


{Sin hath crexced Hella? OW fn each part 
| 9 8 What Flames appear ! 
His rhopghy Il ighs, worgy, ſuY dh brim- 
ſtone his breath, | | 
His ſight flames, vviſhes curſes life, a death: 
A thouſand degths Lye ig himy be not dead, 
A breathing courſe in living ſcalding lead: 
And yet he lives eur Monuaſent, to tell 

How black are quenched lights ; 
Quencht jpyps are deuble frights, 


Black dayes are double nights; 
Heaven taſted, loſt, a double Hell. 


1 have call'd thee Readet, pray ſo be, 
Read this, chat others read not thee, 
Legas Hiftoriam 


Ne fu Hiſtoria, 


d 


1 82 31 7 © - 
[7 Xeraordy 
Divine Julti 


| never. intended for ;a 
nine dayet wonder ; elſe would 
he, when he cxemplified Lots 


Statue of melting Snow, not 
as Foſephus tells us, till his Age 
after the DeliryGion of Fern- 


Zia.“ 
Examples of 
ce OD 


Wife, have tnrae her into a 


dam bominibas præſtaret condi- 
mentum , quo ſapiant ande il lad 
cauiatur exemplum:: Aug. de. 
Ciuit. Dei, lib. 16. cap. 3 0. for 
a ſeaſon againſt corruption, a 
preſervative” againſt Apoſtacy. 
This Tragedy, when freſh and 


ſalem, and as ſome Trayellers| 
report, till at this day , ut gusd- 


new, was the converſion; and 
conbrmation of ſundxy Vy Ste) 


t ies. 


- rr 
hs — ———— 


Letters) with the _ 


eee 


3 


= Pergerins „ 4 dayly 1 Pecs. 
—— f 5 17 _ 
oprick 0 inopolis, a 
rems br Annichrilt, went went to 5 /I, 
and- dyed 4 worthy proteſtant: 
many Nations had Eye wit- 
neſſeß of their own Students 
chen in the Univerſity of Pads | 
who penned the ſtory , the 
Copies | whereof are frequenly 
revived: our "Engliſh ones 
were very defective, and how: 
work 'out of ſhops and' hands; 
ſundry manbſcripts of this, 
abroad , imperfect; which! 
moved me to compare this la- 
bout of a- worthy Gentleman 
(© who faithfully rranflated it 
out of Italian, French, and: 0 


Caliur Secundus, „Curio, e 
ws Cribablitts \* , profeflers at 
Civil LaWNʃ in e 
m d ον a * ae 


[221.1 1 1 Henricu 


2 


Henricus Scatas, all daily Vid 
tors of Spies , und find ir gocord 
with them. Touching 8pird's| 
Perſon, I find moſtlearned Wri- 

rs do incline to the tight and 
hopeful hands — by his 
ſweet; humble, and charitable 
peeches; ſome few deſperate 
es excepted , that fell from 
im in ſome limle agonies, which 
kept him faſting and watching 
| [about fix moneths ſpace; eating 
\ [nothing, but what was forced 
down his throat. Thu ſumm of 
| - calvixs and Zorrhaus their colth-| 

ſels is, ( who writs largely of the 
ſuſe of this patern) that all learn 
to tale herd ef bachſtiding, 


which Gods foulabh and not 
ſto dally with Conſcience, an 
Hell on Earth, if juſtly incenſed; 
more to be fcared than the Spa- 


— — 


niſh Inquiſition, or all the _ 
padoes & torments inthe world; 


1 and 


— _ 
— 
-- _— — * o « * ——— I -” . * 


— — — . — —„-—- HR 


— 


and 10 .cake. heed of Spire, 
priveipall Errors, which were, 


„0 diſpute with Satan over: 


buſily in time of weakneſs, 
eſpecially to reaſon ,-and con- 
clude; from preſent. ſenſe, to 
Gods: paſt Reprobation, and.fu- 
ture Damnation: both which is 
hard , if poſſible , for any man to 
determine in his own, much 


| mending thee to his: race , who 
is, able 0 eſtabliſh — to the 
end; Il bid ithee fatewel , and 
hope well, 
Grace ' laſteth: : Dum Spiras, 
ſpera; ſo — thou rake good, 

and no hurt, b y the yd of 


bene Example, D o 


c 
2 - * * f 
ene nes 11 Heal 
Ini 4 91 ( „ 
” 


42 21 ni 111 n 
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rr 


BVB — —— —— — 


— 
— AO 


[more in others caſes. So com- 


while the ſpace of 
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| ELATION N 
Of the Fearful. 
| Eſtate of | 


FRNCIS. SPIR A. 


2 N the Lear, 4 5.48. 
when the glotzons 
un of the Goſpel 
was but newly ris | 
ſen in Europe; in 
the * of the Reign of Ed- 
ward; the {xt of that Name; 
King of E NGL AN B, in 
2 Territory, and undet the 
riſdiqtion · of; the. City- of 
Venice being the very barder 
Jof Itah, in the town of Citta- 
| _ delle 


— — 


"= relation of the fearful | 


— CC em. ct... —— — 


della, lived one Francis Spira, 
a Civill Lawyer an Advocate of 
great rank and eſteem, be- 
ing of known learning and elo- 
quence, of great ex iepce, 
of” carriage; citcumſgect Ad 
ſevere, his ſpeech grave and 
[compoſed , - his | countenance 
ſharp aud auſtere, every way 
befitting that authority where- 
unto he was advanced ; end- 
ed with outward bleſſings o 
Wife and eleven children, and 
wealth in abundance. What 
his worſt parts were, I have no 
other warrant than his on 
words, which / if not tainted 
overmuch with the bitterneſs 
of a deſperate mind, and bear- 
ing a countenance rather ef 
aſſion than olf ſober tonfeth- 
[on ) may ſeem to add à pertio 
to all further commendations. 


1 


— — —— 


fa — Opinions of Luther 


eſtate "of Francis Spira. 3 
—T wat ( faith he) excſſpve-| 
ly coveteows of money, and ac- 
cordingly applied my - ſelf 16 
get by mjuſtice , ' corrupting ju 
ſtice by deceit, — tricks 
to delude juſtice; good cuuſes 
1 either defended deccitfully, er 
fold them to the adverſary per- 
fideowily ; ill cauſes 1 maintained 
with all my might; 1 witting- 
ly oppoſed the known trath ; 
and the truſt committed unte 
me I either betrayed or per- 
verted. Thus haveing worn 
out fourty four years, or 
thereabouts, and the news 
of the new or, rather newly 


coming into choſe parts, re. 
prefented an object of novelty 
unto him; whobeing as de- 
ſirous to know, as he was fa. 
mous for knowledge , ſuffered 
ox theſe wandring opinions to 
paſs 


* 


* . 


* EEE 


{4 A relation of the fearful = 
paſs. : une xaminediʒ but ſearch- 


to all\ Bookes of Conttoverſies 
that he 1 et, both old and 
new. ,, and nding more then 
tame or opinion „ he began to 
taſte their nature ſp well, as he 
entertaines, loves, and ownes 


them at length; and with ſuch 
| zeal, a3 he; — 7 or allor, 


ing imo the, Scziptutes : and in- 


| ff 8 teacher of them; firſt to 
is Wife, Children; and Fami- 
ly „and alter to his Friends, 
and familiar acquaintance, and 
in compariſon, ſeemed to cg 
lea: all; other Affairs; inten 
ing ever ta preſte this maine 
point; that Ve muſt wholly , and 


changeable love of GOD: in the 
death of Chrift , as the anely ſur 
way to ſalvation : and: this was 
the ſumme of all his diſcourſe 

and this continued for the ſpace 


0 


lonely, depend on the free and un- 


— 
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_ r 
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the nance; all joyne to divide, ei- 
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/ 


S 
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__._ fateof Francis 5pira;. 54 


|} |keepe it ſelf within private 


of fix years, or \thereabouts;| 
even ſo long as this fire could 


walls; but at length I Ar brake 
forth into publick meetiigs 
ſo as the whole Probiſſcæl of 
Padua dawned by the luſtre 
thereof. The Cletgy finding 
the trade of their pardohs to 
decay, and their putgitory to 
wax cold, _ to beftirre 
themſelves ; gloſing their acti- 
ons, firſt, with calumnious aſper- 
ſions upon the whole profe ſſion; 
then ' more plainly ſtriking at 
Spira with grevious accuſation; 

nd to efeck their purpoſe, ſome 
promiſe labour , others favour, 
ſome advice, others mainte- 


ther his ſoul from his body, or 
both from God. 

Now was John (aſs, the 
Popes' Legate , reſident at Ve- 


nice, 


cid an af che fearful 


nice, by birth a Flartu- 


tine, and one that 1 nei 


Fig malice .: againſt thoſe of: 

Way fer eee 
ect bis. malitious purpo 

to him theſe men repair with 


out: cries againſt Spira, that 


he was the man that condem- 
ned. the Aa Rites of the. 
Church. deladed the Eccle- 

ſiaſtical power, and ſcanda- 
lized the policy thereof; one 
of no mean ranck , being a 
man of account and authority, 


= 


and thereunto learned in the 
Scriptures, elegant in ſpeech, 
and in one word à dangerous 


Diſciples , and therefore not to 
be. deſpiſed. 

Ar hop began the Legate to 
caſt his eye on the terrible al- 
teration that lately had hap- 

ned in Germany; where, by the 
meanes 


Luther an, having alſo many 


1 — Ci 
meanes.of pong he! 


— the 
ed their 


25 : commen people: 

x the We 
— of 1 12 were to 
entertain thoſe new opinions, 
now. thought it no time to 
ee or perſwade but with 
{peed repa ĩres to the Senate, and 
procures authority from them 
1 to ſend to Spira. 

Spirs by this time had con- 
Naaered, with himſelf. of the 
vature of his courage, how 

evident and notorious it was | 
and therefore ſubject to be en. 
Telvied by ſuch , as neither liked 
| his 


— — — 


— — 


Factleon, und C chan ge of po- 


Goods, Authority 5 


I — — 


his ' Perſon" or . pd er cligiort be 
ceived: © that His 

werte geither ketired, 72 " 

- at | 


culdtive', Lien a8 K 
the” "the Roſh 


licy and? thar his eule 
wanted either power nor oc- 
— to call him to an acedunt 

publlek; when he muſt ei- 
2 Apoftattzs ; And hanf 
ly give h s former life; yea, his 
own conſcience , the lie; „ öten- 
dure the utmoſt malice of'his 
deadly Enemies; or forſake 
his Wife, Children, Friends 
ca ne oy 


4 


Jan 


Dear Countrey), 


there to ve 


himilelf to a * 


digi — 
E 'a” thouſand 
miſeries, that do continnally 


wait updn « a vol tary'exile, 


Bein 


F 


= ——  — 


| 3 


8 * Chrifts glory lies 


"my — thou this i in uncer- ; 
taintits, man ? coft away _ 


2, 5 TY \ the ſhiela of 


ih: Mrre is 1 


ge; thy goodneft, thy- conflancy? \ 


n + ſaffer thos without | 
1 14 end thee; be will 
Aicher what #hou ſbalt aaſzer be 
an beat dnn all danger + bring 
hee -out 'of Priſon 5 raiſe thee from 
ve dead: confider Peter ina dun- 
eas, the Martyrs e N * 

Fo nale a goo rr ap 
25 togel 5 
4 eternal reward i in Heaven 
remains 


_—_— 


— Ee ee ee ee mt 


» (ia this world comparablei vo Eter- 


1 


* 5 a 
: wi. 2 4 
- 
_— 1 
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of of pee and joy, fear bell, "death 
and eternal wrath , e the fleſb 


r, rather tes de the Lord. 


ito 4 relation of FOR 
remuines for the; What buf thou 


aut life, to everlaſting bappineſs? 
F thos daft otherwi(e $ bind of 

| 

7 

i 


1 ( common pasple live 
— 


by :exump 
2 done wlideve) fea the luft 


le ſe ſtrong: as is cauſe thee 
deubeof theofjue , i thy Countrey, 
get thee am, ne der {0 


> 


Life. 6 
Now was Shira in reaſons [to 
ble quiet, being. reſolved: toff; fp, 
— to theſe weighty. res of 
Vet holding it wisde gec 

to examine all things, he ing 


ſults alſo ich dall and blood 
— the battle doth renem lie 
and the fleſh in io F, 
_ Be well aduiced, fa God 


So AY en 0 be. 


2 1 


— AL 


——— Francis Spica, 11 8 
2 „ and then Judge : lor 
thou thut hen Jude e thine — 
ſoſficieney, as thow neither re- 
gardeſt examples of thy Proge- 
nitors, wor the Judgment of 
the whole Church: by then wot 
= fider , what miſery this thy 
aſbne (s will bri Go wntd? thou - 
2 boſe all thy Tobflance „Ketten 
with ſo great care and travell, 
thes alt underge the muſt *. 
wiſite — _ malice it 
15 can deviſe; thou ſhalt lee 
25 an IN pr al, and 
(to cloſe wp al alt die 
[// u. What 5 thow 
eats ome ftinking dun- 

. the * axe, the lurn- 
e, fagot * Are they delightfull? 
Be wiſe at length, and bs thy 
ie and honour ; thou maeſt live 
to do- much good to —_— 
God commands thee y thou 2 | 
be an ornament to thy Countrey » 


wa and 


| 


— 


18 


: riet. Thus did the cares of 


world; add being thus blinded] 


——_—_ 


— 
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and put vac the Countries loſs 
mould be of ſmall eſteem with 
thee, wilt thos bring thy friends 
alſo into danger? thou haſt be- 
gotten children, wilt zhou now cut 
their ' throats , and tnbumanely 
butcher them, who may in time 
bring honour to their Country, 
glery to God, belp and farthe- 
rance to his Church ? 20 to the 
Legat, weak man, freely confeſs 
thy fault and help all theſe miſe-| 


this World, and the deceitſu 
neſs .of Riches, choak the 
— Seed that was formerly 
own: ſo as fearing, 
faints, and yields unto the al- 
lurements of this preſe 


he goes to the Legat at Venia 
and ſalutes him with thi 
W 1 | 
Having fer . theſe diu 
; _ 


. 


| [Church of Rome, and the 


—_ 


therefore yield my ſelf in all| 
obedience fo the Supream - Biſhop 


eftate of Francis Spira, 13 
years entertalned an opinion con- 
cerning ſome Articles of faith , 
contrary ts the Orthodox and 
received judgment of the 
Church, and vttered manythings 
againſt the authority of the 


univerſal Biſhop, 1 humbly ac- 
tzowledge my fault aud errour, 
and ny folly in miſteading others; 


into the boſome of the Church of 
Rome , - never to depart again 


from the Traditions aud decrees 
of the holy See; 1 am beartily 
jorry for what is paſt , and 1 hum- 
4% beg pardon for ſo great an f. 
ence, 

The Zegat perceiving Spira 
to faint , be 6-7 ws indes the 
utmoſt ; he cauſes à recita- 
tion of all his Errours to be 
drawn in Writing, together 
| B 3 with | 


— 


5 
— —— — 


— 
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14 ArclamoftieFrafol | 


with the Confeſſion annexed 
to it. And commands Spira to 
ſubſcribe his name there, 
[which accordiogly he did; 
then the Legue commands 
him to return to his own 
Town, and there to declare 
_ [this confe ſſion of his, and to 
acknowledge the whole Do- 
Arine of the Church of Rome, 
to be holy, "and true, and to 
ab jure the Opinions of Laber 
and other fuch Teachers, 
(falſe, and Heritical ; - A 
knows the begin of 
but who bounds the fees . | 
of > Spirs having once loſt} 
footing, goes down amain, 
he cannot ſtay nor gain-ſay 
the Legate, but promiſeth to 
accompliſh his whole will andi 
leaſure : he ſoon addreſſeth 
imſelf for his Journey: and 
being on ward in the way, be- N 
4 thinks 


„ 


— ——. 
— 


| 


| 


vriting to the Legate at Venice > 
1yek: ſee; thos. doſſ nt ſaal is in 


thinks himſelf of the large 
ſpoils he had brought away, 
from the confli with the! 


Case ef Francis Spira. 13 


\Coup 
(with 


thy anne Countrey. Doſt alu 
tnaderd theyk:| :tberpal Liſe fo 


Legate ; what glorious teſti- 
mony he had given of his 
great Faith, and conſtancy in 
Chriſt's cauſe; and to be 
plain, how impiouſly he had 
denyed Chriſt; and his Goſpel 
at Fenice; and what he pro- 
miſed to do further in his own 
ountry : and thus pare] 
fear, and partly wit 
ſhame being confounded, he 
thought he heard à voyce 
ſpeaking unto him, io this man- 
nher. Mas Hi 
Spira, Na deft: thou bere 2 
hither gen e? be, , 


man, given thy band 


34 — 
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| mean; a that thou preferreſt 
< this preſent life before it > doſt 
thou well in preferring wife 
* and children — — f is 
|* the windy applauſe of the peo- 
© ple, — igteed etien the glo- 
| *ry of God and the poſſeſſion of 
this Worlds good more dear 
© to thee, then! the ſalvation of 
©thine own ſoulꝭ is the mall uſe 
© ofa moment of time mort deſi- 
* rable , then eternal wrath n; 
dreadful}; think wich ipyſelt, 
|* what Chriſt 2 — 
ſake is it not equal thouſhoud]! 
< ſuffer ſomeyyhat for him? Re- 
member man, that the ſufferings 
© of this preſent life ax nut com · 
o patable*ro che glory that {hdd 
ide revealed. If ˖ chou ſufiegei 
|* with him, thanſhalralforeign} 
þ with him thou caaſt not au; 
ſwer fot whaꝛ thou haſt already 
n nevertheleſs the gat of 
2 * d mere 


44. 


4 


— 


|© mercy is not quite ſhut. Tale 


heed lat thou beapeſt nat fin ap- 


on ſin, left thou repent when it will 


be tos late. 

Nom was Spira ina Wilder- 
neſs of doubt, not knowing 
which way to turn him, nor 
what to do; yet being arri- 
ved in his own Country, and 
amongſt his friends, what 
he had done, and what he had 
ſurther promiſed to do, and 


| 
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ho the terrour of God on the 


| {World on the other ſide, did 
continually rack. him z and 
therefore he deſired of them 
advice in this ſo doubtful a 
caſe: His friends, uponſmall 
deliberation anſwered : that ir 
was requiſite he ſhould: rake 
heed- that he did not in 


- [dren ; and all his friends, . into 


one ſide, and the terrour of this 


wiſe betray his wife and chil-| 


B 5 danger 


— 


| 


2 
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| danger, ger, ſeeing, that by — _ 
5 2 as ne reciting 
[little Schedule, which —— 
be done in leſs ſpace then 
half an hour, he might bath 
free himſelf from preſent dan 
ger, and preſerve many that 
depend upon him; adding 
moreover, that he could get 
no credit in relenting from 
that which he had already in 
ber ch part Performed be- 
re the Eegate at Venice, and 
chat in the perfect accompliſh- 
ing thereof, little or no difcre- 
dit could ariſe, more then 
what by the former action al- 
ready he had fuſtained; on 
the other ſide, if he did not 
perform his promiſe made to 
the ZCegate, he could neither 
diſcharge himſelf of the 
ſhame which he had already 
incurred, hor avoid farre 
| more 


— N —— — 
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where 
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e tors eve anions 


eternal dannation.,; * .he trem- 


body and 
nine in &. wound : 
reiet Was, at 141 8055 bo- 


| dy, but. from. that: time for- 
ward RAR SE found a any peace 
55 Wag. EY Coon ay 


8 he. was 8 50 
revenging. hand of 
Go EN . he heard 


cot . that fearful! ſen. 
= Ciriſkcha jaſt Judge 
char che knew he was merh 


1 „that he neigher 
1 e ce * 
5 God the Father | 
ig beba 10 15 was his fault 
heart, and 
Mer Is The Faber before his 
47e 
i en hegen his friends 1 
! 152 ſome 


— 


— 


— 2. a 


me 
late of their raſh counſel! : 


| 1555 all 
both the "whodtefom h 


[Phyſirianss, and 
vice of Divine, and 3 


thought It meet do do 
ä 1 'Padws » an, 


nim; and being, -arived at th 


22 4 HE — 


of chen, — 


one 


82080 n ws 


the pious ad- 


iy 


him, pet for re- 


cb ce Leeren 5 10 
boch with a wife, a 3 


and w 
of his friends Nbempae | 


houſe o of one Fames Ardm on 


c—_ 


| 


_—_— 


| | with another, amongſt them- 


dy was afflited with any dat» 


eft ate of Francis Spir, 2 J 
Saint Leonards Pariſh, they ſent 
for three Phyſitians of moſt} 
note, who upon due obſervs- 
tion of the effects, and of other 
Symptoms of his diſeaſe, and 
ſome private conference one 


ſelves, returned their verdi& 
in this manner, viz, That they 
could not diſcern that his ho? 


ks. of 


er ot” diſtemper Originally 
om it ſelf, by reaſon If the 
over-ruling of any humour; 
but that this Malady - of bis 
did arife from ſome grief or 
piſſion of his mind, which 
being over-burdened did ſo 
opprels the ſpirits, as they wan - 
ing fee. paſſage, ſlirred up 
2 humoprs , whereof 
the body of man is full, and 
theſe aſcending up into the 


| | ſhadowed 


brain, troubled the fancy, 


pr EET 


— 


ſhadowed the ſoat of the judg- 


oh 4 relavian of: the Fearſul 


ment, and fo corrupted it, This 
was the ſtate of his diſeaſe, and 
that outward part that was vi- 
ſible to the eye of nature; this 
they endeavoured to reform 


courſe of thoſe humours from 
the brain; but all their Kill ef- 
fected nothing, which Spira no- 


| by potions? believe me there muſt 
be. another manner of medicine; 


that can help a fainting ſoul 
caſt donn with the ſence of fin, 
and wrath of. God; "tas onel 
Chriſt that muſt be the Phyſiti- 
an. and the Goſpel the ſouls An. 
tidote, | 


by purgation , either to con- 
— or at leaſt to divert the 


ting, ſaid, Alas poor men! bow| 
for wide are Jeu > do you thin 
that this diſeaſe is to be cured. 


Fi is neither plaiſters nor drugs ,| 
| 


The Phyficians =— be- 


eyed} 


— » —_ * 
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' a 13 © 


the fame ofthis man was 


lieved him, after they had un- 
derſtood the hole truth of 
the matter, and therefore they 
wiſned him to ſeek ſome ſpi- 
ritual comfort. By this time 
ſpread 
ver all Padua, and the — * 
hour Country 3; partly for tha: 
he Was a man of Eſteem; 


Os —„V—- C@- 
th 


4 


partly becauſe as the diſcaſe, 


|courfe. ; ſome out of a pious 


might reduce him to catnfort 
flagaine : or at leaſt to benefit 
themſelves by ſuch a ſpecta- 
ele of miſery, and of the ju- 
tice of God. Amongſt theſe 


fo the —— was eſpecially 
temarkeable ; far-this Mas not 
done in a coxner; ſo as dayly: 
there came multitudes of all 
ſorts to ſee him ; ſome out of 
curioſity, onely to ſee and diſ- 


defire'to wy all -meancs, that 


+ Paulus : Firgerivs. Biſhop of 
1 


3 


Juſti- 


26 A relation of the fearful bh: 
Foſtinopoljs and Matheus Gri- 
1 eſpecially to 
be named as the moſt princi- 
pall labogrers for this mans 
comfort, They find him now 
about fifty years of age, neĩ- 
ther affected with the dotage 

age; not with the un. 


| 


him by all fair means to receive 
—— — which — 
obſtinately gain-faying, t 

forcibly 1 uſed ſome © liquid 
fuſterance into his mouth, 
moſt of which he ſpit düt 2 


gain 


. I. 


| |_-fatenf FranciaSpize, 27 
ain, exceedingly chaſing, and 
2 ils fretting. e ot his, 
faid, As it is true that all things 
*work for the beſt to thofe that 
© love God; ſo to the wicked all 
fare contrary; fot whereas a plen · 
' eiful - off-fpring is the Bleſſing 
© of God, and his reward, being a 
|*tay-to the weak eſtate of their 
* aged parents, to me they are a 
* cayſe of binerneſs and ve xati- 
on, they dofitive to make me 
© tire out this miſery; I would 
ſain be at an end; I deſerve not 
* this dea ling at their hands; 
„Oh! that I were gone from, 
© hence, that ſome body would 
let out this weary Soul. 


— 


His friends ſaluted him, and 
asked him, what he concęived 
to be the cauſe of his diſeaſe; 
forthwich he brake our into 2 
lamentable - diſcourſe of the 
paſſages formerly related, and, 


that 


e hath elected to be ſaved 3; he 
ſ | | 


that wich ſuch paſſionate Elo- 


weep, and moſt to tremble. 
They contratily, to comfort 
him, propounded many of 
God's promiſes recorded in the 
Scripture, and many 
*ples of God's mercy : My ſin 
© (faid he) is greater then the 
© mercy of God, Nay anſwered 
they, the mercy of God is above 
all fin; Gad would have all men 


eto be ſaved 3. Ir's true ( quoth|' 
che) he would have all that he 


2 eArelation of the ef 


cution, that he cauſed many too 


eTam- 


© would not have damned Repro. 
bates to be ſaved: I am one of 
that number, Iknow it, for 1 
© willingly and againſt my know- 
* ledgedenied Chriſt, and I feel 
© that he hardens, and will ne 
ſuffer me to hope. ö 
Alter ſome ſilence, one aſ- 
ked him, whether he did 


— 


believe I 


| eftateof Francis Spira, 


believe that Doctrine to be true, 


for which he was accuſed be- 


fore the Lega? He anſwered 
1 did believe it when I denied it 
but v0 I neither believe that, 
nor - the dofirive of the Roman 
Church : I believe nothing, 1 
have no fanth, notruſt, ns hope ; 
1 am 4 Reprobate like Cain or 
Judas, who cafting "away all hope 
of- mercy , fell into - deſpair 5, and 


| | my friends do me great Wrong , 


that they ſuffer: me not to ge 70 
the place of Unbelievers 3 4s J 
jaſih deſerve. "ey 

re they began ſharply to 
rebuke him; requiring, ; and 
charging bim, that in any wiſe 
he did not violate the mercy of 
God, to which he anſwered, 
he mercy of God is exceed. 
*ing large, and extends to all 
the Ele, but not to me, or any 


. 


"like to me, who are ſealed up 
S to 


_ — 


—— 


Croſs, 8 
is comfortable 10 ſuch as ate 
|* Eleted, bur as forme wret 
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*my own conſcienee coridemns 
© me , what needeth any other 


Auge? Chriſt came (ſay they) | 


to take away fin, Rom, 2. 15. and 
calling for a book, they read un- 


coming to his nailing to the 
hy ſaid, This indeed 


they are nothing but — at 
© torment, becauſe I contemned 
them. Thus roaring for g 
and toſſing bine up 


| 


IC faid he) but he ſhall fin 


more. As Gribauldes, was com. 
ing to fee him, Yergerizs ſaid 
to Spira dear Sir, here 
Doctor G ibaaldu, 4 godlyar 
faithful friend of yours, 
to fee you. He is welco 


; | 


POT 


i. - FI 1 


— 


1 
eto wrathʒ Itell you L deſerve it, 


to him the Paſſion of Chriſt zand 


rie 


down — bed as Ro oy 
the entreated them to read 


| 


FATE 
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= ill: Griboulees. replyed 
1 — 
the Devil, who dath what he 
2 but turn you 
o Cod with your whole 


— 9 
merey - the Lord yo 
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E mercy, 25 
r mary, 5 En 
— bis fr, hy 
of Feter, — iſts fami- 
iar, and an A and yer 
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% 21 Confider 
nt his whole 
els, ny 6 
SR wr the I minus 
lite? Is the Lords hand 
— ſnortned. that is camot 
lave? To * Spirs _— 


— 
6—— 


| © If Peter grieved and repented, 


| |< himwithia merciful eyes 
in that he was pardoned, it w 


{faicable , did amaze many e 6 
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c it was-becauſe Chriſt beh 


© not becauſe he wept, but 
© cauſe God was gracious tohim 
but God reſpects tor me, and 
therefore Iam a HNeprobate g l 
feel no comfort can emer into 
— 


Then roaring out in the b 

retneſs of his{pirie , ſaid , It 
i4- fearful ' thing 10 fall into tle 
hands of the living Cod; the vio- 
lence of his paſhon and aRiod| 


the Beholders ;/| inſomuch us 
1ſome of them ſaid wich 4 


| whiſpering voice, that he 
pioſſeſſed i 


* r = nod 


tt 


— . — 
ate of Francis Spire, 33 | 
{pe 3 he overlhearing it, 
Kids Do you doubt ire I haves |: 
„whole Legion of Devils that 
cup their dwelling within me, 
© and poſſeſs me as their own; 
e and juſiiy too, for I have denied 
Chriſt. Whether did you that 
willingly or not ? (ſaid they) 
That's nothing to the purpoſe 
* ({aid Spira) Chriſt ſatth-whoſo-. 
© ever denies me before mon, him 
will l denie before my Father 
© which is in Heaven; Chriſt 
will not be denied, no not in a 
word 3 and therefore it is e- 
<nough'; though in beart I ne- 
ver denied him. 
They obſerving his diſtemper t 
ariſe from the ſenſe and horror of 
the pains of Hell, asked him whe- 
cher he thought there were worſe 
pf | pains then what he endured for 
che preſent, he ſaid that he knew 
there were far worſe pains then 
thoſe 


* 


14 eee eee, 
|< thoſe that he then ſuffered, for| | | 


the wicked ſhall riſe to their 


judgment, but they ſhall not 
— in zud | oe, (2{o. 1.) 


© this It le to think of, yet 
© do deſire nothing more, than 
that I might come to that place 


|* where I may be ſure to feel the 


© worſt and to be freed from fear 
< of worſe to come. 

I, but you are to conſider (ſaid 
one) that thoſe Opinions for 
which you were accuſed before 
the Legat, wete impious, and 


{therefore you are not to think 


you denied Chriſt, but rather 
that you confeſſed him, ac- 
knowledging the infallible trurh 
of the Catholick Church © Tru- 
© ly(ſaid be) when! did den 
© thoſe Opinions, I did think 
them to be true, and yet I did 
deny them. 


then 


1. 


Go to (ſaid others) now 


| 


© will not ſuffer me to believe 
them, nor truſt in bis mercy; 
*what would you have me to 


do? I would fain attain to this 
power, but cannot, though! | 
* ſhould preſently be burnt for 
cit, But hy do you; ſaid the 


other, eſteem this ſo grievous a 
fin, when as the learned Legat 
conſtrained you to it; which 
he ſurely would not have done 

if your former Opinions bad 


me to his power; for I find 


Ipel, nor truſt in God's mercy , 


Francis, the Devil beſets thee , 
let not therefore the grievouſ- 
neſs of thy ſin (if any ſuch 
be) amaze thee, You ſay right 
en he) the Devil hath 
poſſeſt me, and God hath left 


I can neither believe the Goſ- 


De Francis Spira, 33] 
then believe that they are true. 
© Now I cannot (ſaid he) God 


1 


= been erroneous : No. good}. 


| C2 1 


ä —_———————— 
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© Ghoſt, and God by his immuta- 
© ble decree hath bound me over; 
*r0 perpetual puniſhmeut with- 


© multitude of them, bind not 
Gods mercy; all thoſe ſins that 


© haye committed, then did not 


ga inſt the holy Ghoſt,God hath 
' — away from me al power: 

© of repentance, & brings all my 
"lins to remembrance; and guilty 

* of one guilty of all. And there- 
fore its no matter whether my 
< {ins be great or ſmall few or ma 


A 


nor Gids mercy belongs to me, 


he will have mercy 5 anc 


— — — 


2 |, 
| '1 have ſinned againſt the holy 


© opt any hope of pardon, Its true 
«that the greatneſs of ſin, nor che 


* inthe former part of my life 1 
cſo much trouble me, for I rruſt-| 


ed God would not lay them to 
© my charge: now having ſin d a- 


* nyz they be ſuch as Chriſts blood | 
© God will have mercy on whet! | 


a 1 


| 


| 


| 


ae Francis Spira, 37 


„more doth harden me, and 
therefore I am out of hope; 1 


\* abjured it, to the end I might 


—ü— 


* whom he will he hardneth; 
this is it that gnaws my heart, 


he that hardned me ; and 1 
© find that he daily more and 


feel it, therefore cannot but 
© deſpair. Ltell you there was ne- 
ver ſuch a Monſter as I am, ne- 
Wer was any man alive a ſpecta. 
© cle of exceeding miſery, I knew 
© that juſtification is to be expe- 
©Qed by Chriſt, and I denied and 


© keep this frail life from adver- 
*firy, and my children from po- 
Cverty : and now behold how 
bitter this life is to me, & Gd 
© on'y knows what ſhall become 


mine at lenghth, as one ſtone 
hall not be Jet upon another. 


"of this my Fam ily ; but ſute no 
© good is likely to betide it, but 
©worſe and worſe, and ſuch a 


C3__But 


1111. tit 
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now, that many have denied 


will a time of danger come and 
© then they ſhall be thorowly|ſ- 


|* commoenly men do concetve off: 


by 0 


But why ſhould you ( ſaid Gri-| 
auldus) conceit ſo deeply of 


your ſin, ſeeing you cannot but 


Chriſt , yet never fell into de. 
ſpair? Well (ſaid he) I can ſee 
no ground of comfort for 
© fpch , neither can I warrant 
them from Gods revenging 
* hand in wrath, though it plus 
© ſeth God yet to ſuffer ſuch to 
be in peace: and beſides, there 


tried; and if it were not fo, yet 
|< God is juſt in making me an 
example to others and 1 cannot 
* juſtly complain; there is no 
* puniſhment ſo great pur I ha 

* deſerved it; for this ſo heinow 
F offence. I aſſure you it is no 
* ſmall matter to deny Chriſt, 


8 


— 


— 
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© and yet it is more ordfnary then 


aeg FrancivSpira, 35 
1 |* itis nota denial made before a 
* Magiſtrate as it is with me, for 
* as oſt as a Chriſtian doth diſ. 
ſemble the known truth; as of- 
ten as he approves of falſe wor- 
© ſhip by preſenting himſelf at it, 
{@ often as he hath not things 
< worthy of his calling, or doth 
* ſuch things as are unworthy of 
his calling, ſo often he denies 
I Chriſt; thus did I and therefore 
am juſtlypuniſhed for it. -Your 
\Eftarc (quoth Ge/bauldus ) is not 
e rage as\you ma ke it. Fob 
was ſo far gone , that he com- 
plained God had ſet him as a 
mark againſt. him; and David) - 
ſchat was à aan after Gods own 
heart, complained often that 
God had forſaken him, and was 
become. his Enemy, yet both 
received comfort again. Com- 
tort your ſelf therefore, God 
will come at length, though 
. C 4 e 


—— - — 
_ n—_ 2 


4 4 relation of the ferafnt J 
| henow ſcent farr of, © © 777 | 


me: but I aw in another coſe , 


1 


| rorhents of Hell: within: m5 


7 


0 Brother | ( anſwered Spira ) 
1 believe ill this, the Davils be. 
lieve and tremble3-- but David 
wes ever Elefled , 45d dearly. be- 
loved of od; and though he fell [ 
yet God took not witerly - away 
his holy Spirits, © and therefor? 
14s heard — he prajed ,' Lord 
take not thy holy ſpirit em 


being ever accurſed frau ili pre- 
ſence of Go; weither und 4 pray 
as. be did; ber auſe his baly \ nn. 
is. quite gane, and canhot be re. 
calleu; ond therefore 1 know 1 
ſhall lius in  continuall- bardueſs 
ſo long at I love 5 oh Hb migis, 
fell lut the luaſt ſenſe of the! 
of God to me; though but fur a 
ſmall moment t 7 nom feel. bi 
heatj wrath=that barns like. the| 


* 1 pang 


 wnublera- ; 


— , 


. [preſent he ſtood affected to the 


is Hell it ſelf. - 
lere Gribeuldus ſaid, J do 


1 eſtate of Francis Spira, 41 
unutterable: wertly Deſperats al 


verily believe, Spira, that God 
having ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed you 
in this life, correcteth you in 
mercy here, that he may 1 
you herealter, and that he hath 
mercy ſealed up for you in time 
to come. 
N (nid Spira) bence de I 
tom that I am a Reprobate, be- 
cauſe be afflideth me with hard. 
neſs of leut: O that my bod 
bad ſuffered all my life long ,- fo 
that he would be pleaſed 10 e- 
leaſe my ſoul , and eaſe my conſci- 
ence , this burthened conſcience. | 
Gribauldus being deſirous to 
caſe his mind from the conti- 
nual meditation of his ſins ; 
as alſo to ſound how for the 


Romiſh Church , asked. him 


C5 what 
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what he thought became of the 


| 


[parted out of the body; to which 


death, which as thou ſaieſt ei- 


ſouls of men ſo ſoon as they de- 


he anſwered : | 

* Alchough this be not ſo fully 
revealed in Scripture, yet I ve- 
* ily believe that the ſouls of the 
Elect go preſently to the Kiug-; 
© domof glory, and not that they, 
ſleep with the body, as ſome do 
imagine: | 

Very well ſaid one of the Sep- 
ctators, why do the Scriptures 
then ſay (1 Sam. 5. 9.) that God 
brings down to Hell, and raiſeth 

3 
0 


op ſecing it cannot be meant 
the eſtate of the ſoul after 


ther gocth to Heaven without 
change, or to Hell without Re- 
demption z It muſt be under- 
ſtood of the Eſtate of the ſoul 
in this life, like that wherein 
chou art at this preſcne ; and 


of ten: 


— nes 
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| TL OE. 43 
\ofichtities "we" fee that "God 
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825 Tean- 


Fir: ſuoh are ths — 
F of che dainned ; they repent of 
teheirlloſs of Heaven, they Cans | 
not mend their ways," 


I 
! N ** * & 6Y\ n 3. nt An | 


fore lighted N 


gif 
4b —— eden 
(ber 1 ſort! 
2 Zend = in me an — «4 | 
f — d af the Juſtice and Jadg: 
ment of God, 
jury 0 D * ms ING IF.) 
About . time me in 
e Biſhops, with divers, 
Ll 3 Scho- 
———— 5 


'renhe- 
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þ::\AdheivasvhasTpcs A 
— dibers Flies t came 
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Nai be, now al-| 
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Scholars of the Univerſity 7 one 
of them being Pas{ar Horgerra?, 
having obſerved Jpera more 
other ,, being contt- 
verſant with hic, cold 


Lords Prayer : Spire conſented, 


It is well, your 
fign, ©] bewaile{faid he) m 
ſery for I pexceivel am forfaiceh 
of God, and cannot ca lł to him 
from my heart, as I was wont to 
do: Yet let us go on ſaid Ter- 

erius. ©} 22 TIM 
[h Kingdom come JO Lord 
(ſaid Spira ) bring me alſo. ini 


- 


(our father which art in H 
ns breaking: F 
tears h 


chis Kingdom; I: beſeech ther 


* 
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6 fucnasember| | 
Advice; and (therefore 


pray with him in the 


— 


— 
— 


' into temptation, helpme Lord, 
that I may eſcape; the enemy 
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| ſhue me nor our, Then coming 


ſon „as turned the bowels of 


to thoſe words Grue us this day 
our daily bread ] he added, O 
Lord 1 have enough, and abun- 
dance to feed this carcaſs of 
mine; but there is another bread | 
I humbly beg, the bread of thy 
Grace, without which I know. 1 
am but a dead man. 

Lead us not into temptation” 
© ſeeing Lord, that I am brought 


hath overcome; help me, I be- 
ſeech thee to overcome this | 
cruel Tyrant. 
Theſe things he ſpake with a| 
'mournful voice, the tears trick- | 
ling down abundantly z and ex- 
preſſing ſuch affections and pal- | 


thoſe there preſent with grief 
and compunction: they then 
turning to Spira, ſaid, You 

know | 


A. 


ov Os AE AA EE s/he ts 
o % 


1 


. 


call on him to my eternal dam. 


| 
i 


f 


| 


| 


know / that none can call Chyt 
Feſus the Lord, but by the Holy 
| Ghoſt : you muſt therefore think 
| of your ſelf , according to that 
| ſof! ffeckiot 

in your Prayers, inferring there- 


{by char God hach not wholly 


which did ſo eſteem of him, ai 
to honour him with the digniiy | 


affection, which yoo expreſs 


caſt yon off, or bereaved you of 
his Spirit urterly, 
I perceive ſaid Spira, that], 


nation for I tell you again, it is 
a new and unheard of exam - 
ple, that you find in me, If 
Fudas (ſaid they) had but out- 


he might have done, he migb 
have repented, and Chriſt 
would have received him to 


mercy; and yet he ſinned moi 
grievouſly againſt his Maſter, | 


{48 4 relation of the Tearfol 


lived his days, which by nature| | } - 


of an Apoſtle, and did maintain 


* 3 


wt — 


* 


and | * ö 


rl 


| 


| | 
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_ | Chriſt: did, alſo feed and ho- 
nour me, ntither yet is my 
fault one jot leſs then that of 
his, becauſe it is no more ho- 


with Chriſt inthe fleſh, then 
to be in his preſence now by 


tit 3 and beſides I deny that 
ted how long ſoever he had 


| -O-Sprra, laid they, you know 


lever: a lier from the beginning, 
and a meer Impoſter, and will 


iel you muſt rather bo. 


ET 


and feed him. Ie anſwered , 


nour to be perſonally preſent 


illumination of his holy: ſpi- 


ever Judas could have repen- 


lived: for grace was quite ta- 
ken ſtim him, a it ĩs no from 
rr id te . 


you are in à ſpiritual deſertion, 
you muſt therefore not believe 
hat Satan ſuggeſts, he was 


caſt a. thouſand lying fancies 
into jour mind, to. beguile you 


lieve 


4 
* - _— — 
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[lieve thoſe whom you judge to 
be in a ood eſtate, and more 
able to iſcern of you then your 
ſelt: believe us, and we tell you 
that God will be merciſul unto 


you, 
There is the knot ( ſaid Sp:- 


cannot. i 
| Then he began to racken up 
what fearful dreames and viſions 


— that he Devils 
come. flocking into the: Cham 
ber, and about his bed, terrify- 
ing him with ſtrange. oy 
that theſe were not fanſies, 

that he ſaw them as — as 


6] I would I could e . 


he was continually coal | 


— MþM. 
mm 


the ſtanders by: and: that be- 
ſides theſe outward terrocs , he 
felt continnally a racking tot- 


ture of his mind, and .a-conti.|| 


ence, being the very pro 


— 


— 


— — OI 


— 


— a 
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nual butchery of his pe 
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pangs of the damned wights in 
Hell. | | 
Caſt away theſe fanſies ( ſaid 
-|Gribauldus) theſe are but il- 
luſions: humble your felf in 
the prefence of God, and praiſe 
him. The dead praiſe not 
s the Lord (anſwered he) nor 
they that go down into the 
© pit, We that are drowned in 
© deſpair are dead, and already 
gone down into the pit; what 
Hell can there be worſe than 
 |* Deſperation , or what greater 
e puniſhment ? The gnawing 
(worm, Unqueachable Fire, 
Horror, Conſuſſon and (which 
* is worſe then all Deſperation 
it ſelf continually tortures me, 
© and now I count my preſent 
_ |*eftate worſe, than if my ſoul 
© ſeperated from thy body were 
© with Jadas, and the reſt of the 
e damned; and therefore, now 
deſire 


— 


ro OI 


4 


_ — — — — AA nee a na — 
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'45 defire rather to be there, then 

© thus to live inthe body. 
One being preſent repeated 
certain words out of the ſalms; 


f ih Children ſorſałe my Law 
and walk nat in my judgments; 


which if tempted, may fall in- 
to fin, but are again lifted up] 
| 


(ze 5 for he was elected; = 
1 the 


—— ee nee nn 


I will viſit their tranſgreſſions| 
with rods, and their . inequity 


with ſiripes ; nevertheleſs m 
leu kindneſs F will not ut 
terly tale from them, nor ſuffer 


{my faithfulneſs to fail. Mark 


this, O Spira, My Covenant I 
will not break... , - © 
| © Theſe promiſes (ſa id Spira) 


belong onely to the Ele, 


and recovered out: as the 
Prophet ſaith; though he fall 


he ſhall not be utterly caſt 
down, for the Lord uphold - 


eth him, therefore Peter could 


9 


1 


| 


| 


| 


che Reprobate when they fall, 


Gods love or anger: do you not 


know that the Prophet David 


OO 
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cannotriſe again, as appears in 
Cain, Saul, and Fudas, God deals 
one way with the Elect, and a- 
nother with Reprobates. 
The next day he prayed with 
them in the Latine Tongue, and 
that with excellent affection, as 
outwardly appeared. Bleſſed be 
God , ſaid Vergerius, theſe ite 
oo figns of eternal reprobauion; 
you muſt not, O'Spirs, ſeek out 
the ſecret Counſels of Gods E- 
lectioꝝ and Reprobation; for no 
man can know, ſo long as he | 
lives, whether by his good or 
bad deeds, he be worthy of 


complained , that God had caſt 
off his ſoul, 10 

T know all this, quoth Spira, 1 
know the mercies of God are inſi- 
nite , aud do ſurpaſs the ſins of the 
| whole 


* 


—_— 
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whole world, and that they are ef- 
fectual to all that believe, but this 
faith, and this hope is the gift of 
God: O that be would give it me 
but it is as impeſſible as to drink 

the Sea at 4 draught : as for 
that of Solomon, if be had ever 
taſted that which 1 feel by wofwl 
experience, the would never have 
ſpoken as he did, but the truth is, 


aever bad mortall man ſuch an 
evident experience of Gods an-| 


are called , but few are choſen. 


| ger and batred againſt him, as I 
| bave, You that are in good 
eftate , think repentance and faith 
to be a work of great facility: and 
therefore you thixk it an eaſie 
matter to perſwade a man to be- 
lieve: the whole need not the Ply- 
ſitian, and be that is well can 2 
Live counſel to ſuch as are ill b 
| this is the Hell to me, my heart 5) 
hardened, I cannot belive , mam 


— en. 
- 


_ Upon 


Upon what ground ( laid 
they ) do you conceive ſo ill an 
opinion of your ſelf. 
Lier I once did know God to be 
my Father not only by Crea- 
©tion, but by regeneration; 1 
new him by his beloved Son, 
e the Author and Finiſher of our 
© Salvation; I could pray ro him 
and hope for pardon of fin from 
“him; I had & taſt of his ſweer 
e neſs, , and comfort; now 
e contrarily I know God, not as 
4 Father, but as an Enemy; 
hat more? my heart hates 
"God, and ſeeks to get above 
* him, I have nothing elſe to fly 
to but terror and deſpair, 
Belike you think then ( ſaid 
they) that thoſe who have the 
earneſt and firſt. fruits of God's 
Spirit, may notwithſtanding 
fall away. 

1 The judgments of God are a 
deep 


— 
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56 A relation of the n 

2555 abyſs 7755 he, ws rem 
e enter into th 5 31 
Home thinkerk | he ſta deth, let 
bim take heed leſt he fall, as ; for 
my ſelf, I know I am fallen back 
gags that I once did know the 
, though it may not beſo] | 

frown know not what to 
ſay, but chat 7 amonegf that 
number which God hathghrear-f | 
wen to N YE * 6 j 
ay not ſo, anſwe y for 
God — come, Na at the 
laſt hour; keep hold therefore 

at the laſt by hope. 

This, quoth he, is my caſe 1 
tell you I cannot, God hath 5 
prived me of hope, this bring 
terror to my mind, and pines 
this body , which now is lo 
weak, as it cannot perform the 
ſeveral Offices thereof: for ? 


the-Ele& have the Spirit teſti- 
fying that * are the ſons 


If Go 


—_— — __ 
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God , fo the Reptobates, =, 


while they live, do often feel a 
Worm in their Conſciences, 
whereby they are condemned 
already: and therefore as I per- 
ceived this wound inflicted on 
my mind and will, 1 knew that 
I wanted the gifts of ſaving 
race, and that I was utterly un. 
— God chaſtneth his chil. 
dren with temporary afflictions, 
that they may come as Gold out 
of the fire; but puniſheth the 
wicked with blindneſs in their 
underſtandings, and hardneſs of 
heart; and wo be to ſuch from 
whom God takes his holy Spirit. 
Here one rebuked him, and 
told him he gave too much cre- 
did to ſenſe, that he was not to 


"11 [chat was in 2 good eſtate; and I 
teſtiſie to you (ſaid he) that God 
will be merciful to you. 


| 


believe himſelf, but rather him 


D Nay 


[ICY 
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\oF Nay, anſwered he, for becauſe 
17 am in this ill Eflate , therefore 


can 1 believe nothing but what is 


contrary to my ſalvation and 
romfort; but you that are o..con» 
fident of your good Eſtate, Iook 
that it be true, for it is no ſuch 
ſmall matter to be aſſured of ſin- 
cerity; 4 man had need be excee- 
ding ſtrongly grounded in the 
truth, before he c an he able to uf. 
firm ſuch a matter as ye ne do, 
It is not the performance of a fer 
outward duties, but a mighty con- 
ſtant labour, with all intention of 
hrart and affectioun, with full 
deſire and endeavour continual- 
ly to ſet forth Gods glory; there 
muſt be neither fear of Legators , 
Inquiſitors, Priſons, nor any death 
whatſoever 3 many think | theme: 
ſelves happy, that are not, it is 
not ' every ene that ſaith Tord, 
Lord , that ſhall go ta Heaven, 

. Then 


r 


— — 
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[They came notHer gays. — 
found him 7575 his 42 ſhut, 
a8 if he had been drowzie and 
very loath to. diſcoutſe; at 
Ge e there ca 2 f in alſo a 
duenne from Ci 144. who 
demanded of Sps ira b EW 
him e or not. lifting 1215 
ſeye· lids, and. not ſuddenly re- J 
membring him, the man ſaid 
| to him „1 am Preibiter Agionie 
Fontamia, I. er ain you. at 
Pence forme 8 weeks ſince; 0 
c curſed day ſaid Spira | Oh ws 
ag Oh that I hag nev 
gone thither |. A God 1 
had then died. 
| | " Kherwardscanes gol Piel, 
ik i bear 3 4 f 
Iingiyg wun, num. a2. Book 0 
[Exerciſes to conjure 115 De- 
| vil; whom when 777 faw H 
ſhaking his head he ſaig : 
1.*Iam yerily ly Feefwadeg iy 
e nat 


1 my 
—c—w____@w — —_—_—_ — — 0 


r 
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eh © that God harh left me to the 


power of the Devil: but ſuch 
© they are, as are not to be 
found in your Letany; nei- 
cher will they be caſt out by 
ſpells. The Prieſt proceeding 
in his intended paſs; with a 
ſtrange uncouth geſture, and a 
loud voice, adjured the ſpirit to 


come into yira tongue, and to 
anſwer: Spira deriding his fruit. 
leſs labour, with a ſigti, turned 


from him; a Biſhop eing there 
[preſent faid to Spira. brother, 
God hath put vertue imo the 
Word and Sacraments; and we 
have uſed the one means, and 
find not that effect which we 
deſite; ſhall we try the efficacy 
of the Sacraments? ſurely if you 
take i it as ue Chriſtian ought 


| ſto receive Larry: body and blood 


of Chriſt, it will prove a ſo- 
veraign medicine for your ſick 
ſoul. 1 Thi 


TY ee 


— — — 
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© This I cannot do (anſwered 
he) for they that have no right 
© tothe ptomiſes, have no right 
'©to the ſeals. The Euchariſt 
as appointed onely for believ⸗ 
*ers if we have not faith, we cat 
and drink judgement to our 
ſelvs. I receiv d it about a month 
© ſince, but I did not well in ſo 
doing;for I took it by conſtraint, | 
* and ſol took it-to my dceper 
| | © condemnation. 
| | Here Vergeriu began to im- 
tune him carnclily to be- 
ware that he did not wilſull 
to reſiſt grace, and put himſelf 
our of Heaven, charging him 
vehemently, by all the love 
that was between them. by the 
love that he bare to his chil- 
dren, yea to his own ſoul, 
that he would fer himſelf ſeri- 
ouſly to return to that Faith 
and hope, which once he had 
| D 3 in 


— 


— 
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in the death of Chriſt; ; with ma- 
tuch like words. Spire having 
heard much of the like matter 
formerly; and be ing lomewhat | 
moved ſaid, You do but repeat, 
Vergerius, What ſhould 1 hope? 
why ſhould I believe? God hath 
taken fanh from me; ſhew me 
then whither I hall do ſhew ine 
ſa Heaven wheteto I ſhill retire. || 
. [You tell me of God's mercy, | 


= 


when as God hath caſt me off; 


you tell me of Chriſts inte res ſſi. | 
on, I have denied him; you com- . 
a 


mand me to believe, I fay ] can- 
not; you bring me no comfort, | 
your command is as impoſſible | 
for me to obcy, as to keep Moral | by 
Law: if yon ſhould perſwade l 
one to love God wich all bb 
heart ſoul and ſtrength, and God th, 
giv him not power, can he per- 
orm your deſire ? Doch not the fey 
| Church teach us io ng, Di-| | 
ih reft 7 ler 


1 


2 
WS . 


ret ws, O Lord, to keep thy Com- 


they love God with all their heart, 
but they lie; for my part I will 
not lie, but tell yow plainhy; Such 
is wy Caſe , that theugh you ſhould 


hop#or believe, though I deſire it, 
yet 1 cannot, for God vs a puniſb- 
ment of my wickedneſs , bath ta- 

es away from me all bis ſaving 


graces, faith, hope, and all: I am 


not the man therefore that you 


delight in this Eſtate; if I could 
conceiue but the leaſt ſpark «f 
hope of 4 better Eſtate hereafter, 
would not refuſe to endure the 
of heavy weight of the wrath of 
that great God , yea , for twenty 
thouſand years, ſo that I might at 
length attain to the: end of that 
\miſery, which. I now know well be 
eternal, But I tell you, my will 
7a p 
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mandments ? Hypocrites [ſay that 


wever ſo much importuze me to 


tale me for : Belike jon think 1 


— —_ — 
———— — f — — — 
r* 2 — — — — 


-— wound, Who longs more to 


believe then 1 


heaven? 
as if it ha 
this very p 
I pray Y 
of ſuch as 
tliere is 1 
beaven where 


Cbriſt deni 
her name under 
du look to 


What ſanh 


— On | 
A relation of the feraful | 


eth, ecing, 


- - + QC 
6 


eſtate of Francis Spira, 65 
againſt me ? is not that Scripture 
alſo; it we fin wilfully after we 
| have received the knowledge of 
truth, there remaineth no more 
ſacrifice for fin , but a looking 
tor of judgment: the Scripture 
i peaks of me, St, aul meets me, 
Saint Peter tells me; it had been 
better I had never known the 
way of righteouſneſs , then after 
I have known it, to turn from 
the holy Commandmene , it had 
been better.] had not known, 
and yet then my condemnation 
had been moſt certain do you 
dot ſee evidently , that I have 
wilfully denyed the known 
eruth; I may juſtly expect not on. 
ly damnation, but worſe if 
worle may be imagined , God 
will have me undergoe the juſt 
puniſhment of my ſin, and make 
me an example of his wrath' for 


| . [yourſakes; +: 
D 5 The. 


| 
| 


ͤä„ — 


—— — — 


| The Company preſent ad- 
mired his diſcourſe , ſo grie- 
vouſly accuſing; himſelf of his 
fore-paſt life, ſo gravely and 
wiſely dilating concerning the 
| Judgements of God, that they 
then were convinced, that it 
was not Frenzie or Madneſs 
that had poſſeſſed him, and be- 
ing as it were in admiration of 
his Eſtate, Spira proceed ed a- 
gain in this manner. Take 
|* heed to your ſelves ,'* 'it is no 
J*lighr-or eaſie matter to be a 
Chriſtian; it is not -Bapriſm 
© or reading of the Scriptures , 
0 boaſting of faith in Chriſt, 


* (though even theſe ure good) 


} 


* abſolute Chriſtin : you know 
© what I ſatd before, there 
'1* muſt be a conformity in life, 
{A Chriſtian muſt be ſtrong, 
unconquerable, not carrying 
an 


i 


— 
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© that” can prove one to be an 


eſtate of Francis Spira, 67 
an obſcure profe ſſion, but re- 
ſolve, expreſſing the image of 
Chriſt , and holding ont againſt 
all oppoſition to the laſt breath , 
he mult give all diligence , by| 
Righteouſneſ; and Holineſs , to 
make his calling and Fleck. 
on ſure. Many there are that 
fnatch at the Promiſes in the 
Goſpel, as if they undoubted- 
Iy did belong to them, and 
yet they remain ſluggiſn, and 
careleſs; and be ing flattered by 
the things of this preſent world, 
they paſs in their courſe in 
quictneſs and ſecutity, as if, 
they were the onely happy 
men; whom nevertheleſs: the 
Lord in his providence hath! 
ordained to eternal wrath, as 
you may ſee in Saint Zukes 
Rich Man. Thus it was with 
me, therefore take ye heed. 


— — th A 


— — CO EIS 


| 


fully refuſing , ſo moved the 


| 


| 


charged him with hypocriſie 


ter as you will: but I am ſure 1 


Argument and matter of the 


| Then came one ot his Ne- 
phews , and offered him ſome 
{uſtenance , which he diſdain- 


young mans ſcholar , that he 
and diſſimulation, or frenzy; 
to whom Spira gravely anſwer- 
ing, ſaid, 

You may. interpret the mat- 


am not only the Actor, but the 


as now there is none, For 1 


Tragedte, I would it were 
| frenzy either fained or rrue, for 
if it were frenzy I could put it 
off at pleaſure : if it were a re- 
al frenzy, yet there were ſome 
hope left ol Gods mercy, where-| 


know God hath pronounced me an 
enemy and guilty of high treaſon 
againſt bis Majeſly ; 1 am a caſt- 
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476) , 4 Veſſel of bis wrath : jet 
2 


3 
— _ 


* 
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dare you call it diſſembling and 
frenzys and can you mock at the 
formidable example of the heavy 
wrath of God , that ſbould teach 
| 


you fear and terror: But it is na- 
tural to the fleſh , either out of ma- 
lice or ignorance, to ſpeak per- 
ver(ty of the works of God, The 
| natural man diſcerneth xot the 
things that be of Cod, becauſe they 
|| | are ſpiritually diſcerned, 

i How can this be ( ſaid 6rs- 
; Gauldus ) that you can thus ex- 

'cellently diſcourſe of the judg- 
ment of God, and of the gra- 
ſces of his holy Spirit, that you 
find the want of them; and 
ſcarneſtly defire them; and yet 
you think you are utterly de- 
f prived of them. 

T ake this for certain (ſaith he) 
want the main grace of all , and 
that which it atſolutely nectf] ary , 
and God dath many times exhort 


-—- 


— 
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moſt true and ſtrange teſtimonies 
| of his majeſly , juſtice and mercy , 
ea, out of the mouthes of very 
| reprobates : for even Judas, after 
he had betrayed his Maſter, was 
conſtrained to confeſs bis ſin , and 
to juſtifie the inwocency of Chriſt 
and therefore if I do the like , it 
is no new or ſtrange matter. God 
hath taken Faith from me, & left 
me other common gifts, for my 
\ deeper condemnation: I hom much 
|the more I remember what 1 had, 
ad hear others diſcourſe of what 
they have , by ſo much the more is 
my torment, in that I know mat 
1 want , and how there is no way 
to le relieved. | | | 
Thus ſpake he, the tears all 
the while trickling down, 
profeſſing that his pangs were 
fuch „ as. that the damned 
Wighbts in Hell endure not the 
like miſery; that his eſtate was 
— 
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worſe then that of Cain ot Fa- 
das, and therefore he defired to 
die. Tet behold ( ſaith he) tbe 
Scriptures are accompliſhed in me , 
They ſhall deſire to die, and Death 
| ſball fly from them, And verily, 
he ſemed exceedingly to fear, 
{left his life ſhonld be drawn 
out to à longer thred; and 
finding no eaſe or reſt, ever and 
anon, cried out, 0 miſeratle 
vretrh, O miſerable wretch; then 
turning to the Company | 
he beſought them in this man- 
— | 
| O Brethren! tale a diligent 
heed to your life ; make more ac- 
ccunt of 1he gifts of Gods Spirit 
then 1 haut done; learn to beware 
of my miſery ; think not you are of- 
fured Chriftrans , becawſe you un- 
derſtand ſomething of the Goſpel ; 
"take heed you or0w not ſecure on 
"that grousd ; be conflant and im- 
| : movable 


— ä 


a. 
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| moveable in the maintenance of 
Jour profeſſion : Confeſs even un- 
ti] death, if you le called thereto , 
he that loveth Father, and Mother, 
brothers, ſiſters, ſons , daughters , 
kizdreds, heuſes, lands, more then 
| Chris; is not worthy of him. 
{ Theſe words (ſaid they) do 
not ſound like the words of a 
wicked re probate. 
1 do but here imitate (ſaith) 

Spira) the rich glutton tn the 
| Goſpel, who though in Hell, yet was 
careful that his b:ethren ſhould 
not come to that place of torment : 
| Aud 1 ſay to you brethren , take 
heed of this miſerable eſtate where- 
ix I am, | 
| Then turning himſelf to cer- 
[tain young men that were pre- 
| ſent , he defired them to con- 
ceive.him aright. I do not ſpeak 
dre 

© this to derogate from the cer- 
© tainty of ſaving faith, and the 
| promiſes 


—  — — 
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© promiſes of the Goſpel , for 
they are moſt ſure; but take 
{© heed of relying on that 
* faith that works not a holy| 
* and unblameable lite , worthy 
© of a believer ; credit me it will 
* fail; I havetricd it, I preſumed 
© I had gotten the right faith; 1 
* preached it to others, I had all 
* places of Scripture in memory 
* that might ſupport it, I thought 
\ © myſelf ſure, and in the mean 
time living impiouſly and care- 
flefly , behold now the judge. 
© ment of God hath overt ken 
© me, not to correction, but to 
© condemnation : And now you 
e would have me to beleive, but 
© it will not be, fer I feel too late 
that good things be long onely 
to ſuch as are good, whoſe ſins 


; 


—ů— RR... — 


care covered with Chriſt's death 
© and blood, as with a vail, and 


*guarded with his righteous 
merits 


„„ ——_ — 


| 
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<'merits from the flood of Gods 
*wrath , even as with a mighty 
wall, leſt miſerable mortals 


| K ſnould be ſwallowed up with 


* greatneſs of their ſin: but as 
for me, I have as it were wil- 
fully with my hands pulled 
don this Rampire, behind 
which I might have reſted in 
lafty; and now are the ſwel- 
ling Waters come even to my 
© ſoul, and I am caſt away. 

One of his familiar Friends 
chanced to ſay, That certainly 
he was overcome with melan- 
choly ; which being over-heard, 
Spira anſwered. 

well, be it ſo, ſeeing you will 
needs have it ſos thus alſo is Gods 
wrath manifeſted againſt me, in 
that he hath taken from me the 
uſe of mine Underflanding and 
| Reaſon, fo as 1 can neither rightly 
[een aud judge of my di1emper , 


wor 


—_— 


_— EEE 


mmm! a ** 


| 


fl 


[till rere choaked in the flame, 
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vor hope of remedy. Tou ſee Bre- 
thren , what 4 dangerous thing it 
0 70 ſtop or flay in things that 
concern Gods glory, eſpecially to 
aſſemble apon any terms: What 
a fearful thing is it to be near, & 
almoſt a Chriſtian? Never was the 
lite example ts this of mis e, and 
therefore, if you be wiſe , you will 
Ferrouſly con ſider thereof. O that 
God would let loofe his hand | 
from me, that it were with me 
mw as in trmits paſt, I would, 


ſcorm the threats of the moſt cruel 


Tyrants, bear torments with in- 
Vincible reſolution , and glory in 


the outward- profeſſion of Chriſt , 


and my lody cenſumed to aſhes, 
Io ſay you are deſperate, 
O Spira! (ſaid they) why then 
do ycu not ſtrive with ſome 
weapon or other, violently to 
make an end of your life, as 


deſpe- 


—U— — — — — — — 
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2 ( faid he) what this mind 


deſperate men uſe to do ? Let 
me haue a ſword (ſaid Spira) 
Why what would you do with 
it ( quoth. they?) 1 capnot tell 


would move me to, upon occaſion, 
vor what I weuld do. 

They percciviog ſmall effect 
of all this their 1;þour , but ra- 


the avoiding of concourſe of 
people; for every day ſeldome 
fewer then twenty continued 


ther that he grew worſe , for| 


with him, and to. {top che 
courſe of fame which was 


cotinually blown abroad of 
him, they conſult to carry him 
back again into his own Coun- 
try; and thoſe his friends 
that came to comfort him, be- 


Vergerius amongſt the reſt, re- 
uired that. at their parting} 
they might pray together with 
| him, | 


— — — ———————————— — 


( 


gan to take their leaves of him; 


- 
— - —— — — 


| 
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| (him „ Jpira hardly conſented, 


and cannot fp nor help my 


bracing, ſaid , Although 7 know 


gone, my heart is full of male- 


and as unwillingly performed, 
for he ſaid , My heart is 
eftranged from God , 1 canndt 
call him Father from ty heart: 
all good motions are now quite 


arRion , hatred, and blaſphemy 
againſt Cod: I find 1 gros 
more and mote bardened 1s heart i 


[elf 3 your prazers for me ſhall 
turn to your own profit, they can 
do me uo good. 

Vergerias came to take his 
leave of him, whom Spira em. 


'Foffece of love and good will; 


that nothing cas bring any bene- 
fit to me a reprobate ; but that 
even thing ſhall tend to my deep- 
ler condemnation :_' yet I give you 


moſt. hearty thanks for your kind 


the Lord return it unto 


1 on 


| 


| 


— 
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, with 4 plentiful increaſe o 0 
al god 


god. 


F The, next day being brought 


down to his intended journey, 

905 the way. looking round a- 
bout him with a g haRly look , 

he faw able lying on a table, 


to which he unt haſtily 


in this caſe 


— — 


ſnatched hold of it, as intending 


10 miſchicf himſelf; but his 


Ticnds: laying bold of Ao, 
ſtopped him in his purpoſe: 
whereupon with 


for 1 know he will hape no mercy | 
en Ve. 


force, and that without 


he ſaid, I I were above Cod, 


Thus wept he Renew 4 
ten ſaying, that he envied 
the condition of Cain and Fu- 
das: He lay about eight weeks 
„ in a continual 
burning 5 neither deſiring 5 5 
receiving any 1 eh d Wan 


on 
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ſtion, ſo ſpent, that he ap- 
peared à perfect Anatomie, 
expreſſing to the view nothing 
but finews and bones ; vehe- 
mently raging for drink, ever; 
pining, yet fearful to live long 8 
dreadful of Hell,, yet covering 
death; in a continual torment, 
yet his own Tormentor. And 
|thus conſuming . himſelf - with 
grief and horror , imparience| 
and deſpair , like a living man, 
in Hell, he rcpreſented an 
extraordinary example of the 
juſtice and power of God. 
And thus (as far as appeart th) 
within a few dayes after his 
arrival at his own home, he 
departed this preſent life, Vet 
an occaſion to make us remem- 
'ber, That ſecret things lelong 
'unto the Lord our God, but 
charity to men, to teach him 
to hope all things, 
FINIS, 
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TY b/c oft Famons Cathartique and Djure- 

tique Pils, ſo well-known for the Cure of 
the Dropſie, Scurvy , and all other Salt harp, 
and watry humours, & c. Prepared oaly by Wil. 
liam Sermon, Docter of Phyſict, aud one of His 
Majeffies Phyfciant in Ordinay, are ſold by 
Edward Thomas at the Adam and Eve in Little 
Britain; who is ſole y Deputed by the ſaid Doctor 
to make Cale thereof, and He to appoint others to 


fill them, not only in the City of London, but in 


all other parts of the Kingdom. The 4 s. Box 
Contains 20 Pills, Th: 8 5. Box. contains 40 Pills, 


Te 12 8: Box contains 60 Pills, 


Alſo a Book Entituled, TheLadie: Companion 
or Engliſh Midw fe; whercin is Demonſtrated 
the manner and order how Women oug bt to govern 
themſelves during th: whole time iſ their Breeding 
Child;en, and of their difficult Labour, hard 
Travail, and Lying In, &c. by the ſame Aulhor 
Aung neceſſary and uſctul Book for Women 


